
St Mary and All Saints Church of 
England School
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Welcome!
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Christian Distinctiveness

Church of England schools must demonstrate their 
distinctive Christian foundation in terms of their 

policies, practices and impact.
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What is a Church School?
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What is a Church School?

Church schools 
are not

• ‘faith’ schools

• about indoctrination 
or conversion to 
Christianity

• just about RE and 
Collective Worship

• Inclusive - for children 
of all faiths and of 
none

• Distinctive - in 
foundation

• Spiritual - in nature

Church schools are
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HEART
The whole child

Christian distinctiveness
Citizens of the world

HEAD

An Engaging Curriculum

Curiosity

Love of learning

HAND
Creativity

Expression
Identity
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Working together – a shared vision

Building compassionate, 

resilient people
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• A nurturing approach to children’s wellbeing, 
supporting self-regulation

• Enrichment of our Curriculum provision

• Development of a robust and thorough 
Phonics Curriculum

• Improved partnership with the parent 
community

• Exceptional assessment results

Recent Achievements
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Standards

Early Years Foundation Stage

% of pupils achieving a ‘Good 
Level of Development’ across all 

the Early Learning Goals

SMAS National
(emerging)

79% 68%

Year 1 Phonics

% of pupils achieving a ‘Pass’ 
grade in the Year 1 Phonics 

screening

% of pupils achieving a ‘Pass’ 
grade in the Phonics test by 

the end of Year 2

SMAS National SMAS National
(2023 data)

85% 80% 100% 89%
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Subject
TEST/TA RESULT

% achieving the Expected 
Standard +

(inc at Greater Depth)

% achieving the Expected 
Standard (inc at Greater 
Depth) Reading, Writing 

and Maths Combined

TEST RESULT
% achieving

Greater Depth 
Standard

SMAS National
(emerging)

SMAS National
(emerging)

SMAS

English Reading 95% 74%

82% 61%

49%
English Writing (TA) 85% 72% 27%
Mathematics 85% 73% 47%
Spelling, Punctuation & 
Grammar 89% 72% 62%

Science (TA) 89% 81%

Key Stage Two

Standards
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School Improvement Priorities

1. To improve the learning experience and outcomes in writing for every 
child.

1. To improve the learning 
experience and outcomes 
in writing for every child. 

4. To explore the Christian 
Distinctiveness of our 

school. 

5. To ensure the provision 
of the EYFS curriculum is 
progressive and adaptive. 

2. To develop a progressive, broad and rich curriculum led by skilled 
subject leaders.

2. To develop a 
progressive, broad and 
rich curriculum led by 
skilled subject leaders.

3. To embed a culture of wellbeing in the school experience for both 
children and staff.

3. To embed a culture of 
wellbeing in the school 

experience for both 
children and staff. 
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• Turning up this evening!

• Reading

• Communication

• Attendance

• Your talk

• Social media and screen use

• Home Learning

Your role
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Attendance

Source: https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2023/09/absence-and-attainment-in-primary-schools-in-2023/ 

90% attendance = ½ a day a week of absence

A holiday taking 6 school days in a term 
could equate to 90% attendance 

Key Stage 99-100% 89-90%

1 68% 46%

2 71% 48%

% Children gaining the ‘expected standard’

https://ffteducationdatalab.org.uk/2023/09/absence-and-attainment-in-primary-schools-in-2023/


Home LearningHomework
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• Research shows: No impact on progress and 
attainment

• Children and parents (and teachers!) can approach 
homework as a chore or it can be a flashpoint for 
conflict at home.

• Inconsistency in quality of work

A need for change

• Homework is statutory
• Duty to prepare children for secondary 

education & beyond
• Routine, good habits, work ethic

BUT



Intent:

What we want to achieve

Policy aims:
1. To develop independence and creativity in 

children’s learning attitudes and behaviours
2. To develop children’s enjoyment of learning
3. To actively involve parents in their children's 

learning, developing home-school partnership



Implementation:

What will home learning look like across the school?

SAME
Weekly Maths tasks and spelling lists will still be set.

Seesaw will still be the primary method of setting and 
receiving Home Learning.

DIFFERENT
All home learning will be set on a Monday and will 

be due in the following Monday.
In addition to weekly Maths and spellings, children 

will be offered a ‘buffet’ of learning opportunities at 
the start of each half term.

For KS2, spellings will be set on the new programme 
‘Spelling Frame’



Implementation:

A ‘buffet’ of learning opportunities

Year 6 example



Find out more about what your child is 
learning



A Shared Vision - Working Together

Building compassionate, resilient people

Christian Values – Shared Values

A rich curriculum including a range of experiences
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Positive Communication

In conclusion
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